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SOBTERRANEAN SWITZERLAND. 

FoitvSELTj booY^, ^0^9, htmun jiutboriCicA 
(a^ Ihey weiv caU^), traiosniitted Dccnsioaal 
trutlis^ blit more fTcquEnHy ertot after error, to 
anceesaire generations. Strang assertions ap¬ 
peared to bo tnitlis, because the Tcncrable but 
crediUous Pliny, or saeh as Piinv, had dcliTered 
tbcin, ex catbedrA to niankind. Now, wc elioose 
to see and judge for ouraches, Etch history, 
which, emphatically might be termed a gnieiitjeof 
I i^ccord, is obeying tlic uiuveraal rnJe. If we do 

! nc^ Supersede, we, at least, strive to authenticate 

history hy the evidence of our eyeSr And Hqw 
do wc effect this ? Precisely by t lie same method 
tlial the geologist niukes use of^ when he is so 
wise—or, as poor Cowper thought, so sinful— 
ns to 

Drill aud boie 

Tlia ioM eutb, an J. fram the stratii thers 
Eatrant a roister.. 
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To tbc carLb) mu) instiactivelj timts for tlie I 
afcliives of Uit past—to tlie eirfli—tlie 
Ktioptr of Uie duad—the Prescrvor of extinct 
fornis imJ Viulislicd d^vnastios. Wo rifle tombs; 
\i-c drive plis into buried cities; wc plunge into 
railffiiy cuM in^;-aud so ky barOj and exlittct, 
the Jife of oiber days, as it is omde manifeiit in 
its doiuestic im piemen ba^ its liaudiworks, Mid 
ornaments, its modes of sepulture, and scraJls of 
cpiiapb, t'oT many a year wc have been bur¬ 
row!]]^ tliusi ao til at, since tliE day wben^ in 
seveuteeu buudred aud eleven, Bcrcukneuin 
gave up to view her llrat secrets, aubicrrMiOHn 
researCEi liiis become an art tbat is alinendy ad- 
TMiciog to a respectable maturity, ilut tbc 
imsiunac stiide forward tbat it lias made in uur 
day, is uwiii|T to tlic mtiiititude of objects and 
observatioiui tlint liave been so diseoi omrl and 
aCCuniulated S5 to admit qf gbroaolio^' being 
founded, not on conjectumL eras, but on the 
objects tlicmselvesj which, wlicfcsocver fouudj, 
iiluatratc and determine tboec eroa. Tlie old 
natural geology Loosely jud^d of periods by 
the mere substances in wliioL certain 
were found. It babbled of the greea-sand 
fossils, the fossils of tbc coal, the fossils of tlic 
chalk, &c. Put this method of classiflention 
was found to be mislead and imperfect. 
'‘It is well known*’ (oe Sir E. 1. MuTcliieoii 
in Ids Siluria observes) ** tiiat a moss of aedi- 
meiit wiiicli In one tract is calcareous, often 
becomes sandy and argilkceoua in anotlier; and 
thus, in suon coses, very close exambiation of 
the fossils can alone decide the exact linic of dC'^ 
marcation.*’ To this 1 add, froBii my own 
obHervetion, that, in Switaerland, whcTC there 
is no chalk, tlie pecnlkr foasils belonging 
to the cretnoeous period arc found in day, 
Safely and riplitly, tliBi], each ]JCriod of ascend¬ 
ing otu^nlaation is dedded by lltc fossil wliidi 
is unarterable, and not by tlie local matter aixiund 
it, which is susceptible of veiy groat and but- 
3 >risi]ig transform aLiom So it is with Human 
Geology'. Recent works on anciciit pottery 
take I lie line of jnd^aig of the ago of a vase fsy 
form aud mauiict of embellish men!, not bv liie 
locality in which the vase is founiL The Etru¬ 
rian tomb, in which certsi]! urns are dipcovcrcd, 
does not Piedtc that the Ums aiC Etrurlali; 
the forms of thom^ and the pigments, and the 
figures on them, may detennine that tliey are of 
Greek, or haply of Egyptian arigou, and that 
tliCy llavo come from a^. 

The sanio onaJyticai argument tliat- Lies 
been fontid aatisfaoiory in resipect to earth- 
buried objects, is now being applied to ceiv 
tnia Tclici^ qf antiquity diECovered in water. 
The disocTcry has taken place in some of 
the hikes of SwitxerLiind; aciij, it k found 
that these relics ore indubitably of a parioil 
fir anterior to the Roman conauest. Traces 
of kte dweliipga, eves of lake villages, 
have been disoovered; that is, of cabins that 
have rested on piles* advancing, Dulck raslilon, 
for into tiic water, Thu must remarkable of 
ihnse discoveries wni made: iti ciglitcm bnu- 
di'cd amt Ufty-sL\, in tim Lpikc of M<TOSii-c:r- 


dorf, sH miks from Eerno. This lake, having 
boon part tally drained for ngricultnral purposes^ 
gave to view the broken jreraain& of stakes pro- 
lerling a IcLtle above the mud tliat formed the 
bed of the lake. A further aeareh revealed 
that mciny more stakes were itidden ; Icing 
covered by a kind of under-water peat, in wdiicii 
have been found upwards of a thousand urriclcs 
of a simple, and evidently very remote mauu- 
fjocturc. 

Taking for grouted that o nation in its infancy 
uses, for its immediate piirposns, oiJy the aub- 
stanccs whtdi it finds ready to ils itanrii, wt 
cflUDot but assign to articies compoaed merely 
of stone, w'ood, or cl&j, liigb antiquiTT. Ee- 
vETBing old fables. We discover tliat tliE golden 
age w(ts not the flge of g?ild, but of wood and 
stone. Of coiiirae ihcGB priniitivc substances, 
worked by linman handf^, have the priority 
over articles wrought from n^cUd. Ops gave 
Saturn a stone to devour, long before Vulcan 
(scripturallv Tubal Cain) lieeame " ijic iiistmctor 
of every miliccr in bmae and iron." Judging 
I thus, WC Imd tliat the articles fronn tlie Lake of 
Mooasccdorf hear tlic stamp of priniitivo anti¬ 
quity. They consist of fragmcntis of rude 
potiery, macle by the evidently with- 

I out a tuming-whecl, domestic implements in 
stcmc and Btag*E-]iDm, without any trace of 
metal. The stone—a kind of serpentine, 
extremely hard—is foGhioned into haLcbets 
bearing the form of a wedge, and into instru¬ 
ments resembling cbtaels, hammers, and knives. 
Not one of the hatchets has been picrcerl—os 
in our dny—so as to admit of a Imndle bebg 
irsertod lute itj on the contTtirv, the stone 
hntchct-hcad itself lias been inserted into a 
handle, generaliy of atag’s-hom, in some feu- 
cases, of wood. 

Passing some time at Lausanne, I was made 
aware of these discovEries in, and near to, the 
Lake of Moqaseedorf; and obtained a note of 
introduction to Professor Troy on, head of the 
Museum at Lausanne, who had t rnnsfenod 
from the rntuml Mnociam of tlic Peatmioss, .v 
quantity of the subJacustrinE aiticlEs to a well- 
ordered musoum of ]ti« own. 

The professor, a most intelligent gentle- 
man, oilli a benevolent countenance, hegaii liis 
lecture (For such, nojiirecled its it was, hia dis¬ 
course might be called) by opening a cupboard 
and diaplnyingfl variety of imman Stulls. XheSE 
were nlf the skulls of Hclvtiians, or of Cdt* prior 
to Eclvetiniis, or of acme unnamed people older 
than the Cells. These, like many orlicr articles in 
this private museom, hnd been cldelly discovered 
or dug up from ancient tumuli by the ]uorc55or 
himself. He made me obaervo bow small were 
the earliest skulls^nnintEllcctual, but not cruel 
likn some of Inter sai'ngc nations in which the 
great j-Kroportion of bruin lay behind itm tar; 
Etnd so led me on to the hfolier developments of 
tlic skulls of the civilisccC that occupied the 
upper siielves ol' tlic closet. We next nrocecdccl 
to survRi' rile cfilatent-? of the first Erbiss caw, 
which were supposed lo be eoevaf wUh the 
Sill ull-skuilcd general ion. TJiesc were llic liorn 
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and atoA^ indimirial tiiat liftd rC' 

{leutlj bciui diaoover^ m Uie MooB'Seeddrr kiuI 
other lakes in SwUfierkad; jet, even bercj I 
aliould that the iogeauitj displaijed Ic tlio 
BlTuetuce of theae ^cttLiai iustrumejita be¬ 
tokened a people alreadj sOmewbat advanced out 
cf the first aUte of barWlsm. ^be odd Uuiif^ 
that strikes ad oWrvor firsts is ibe emal], 
tOY'likc cbamcter of everything- Jlalobet^ 
indeed! One of tbedc L&l^pooplc hatobets 
liea on the quarter^ahent of fuda^p on wlildi 
t am writidg, with room to spre. It_ is 
a pretty bahj-hatebetj a piece of strpenliuej ^ 
not two inches Lopg (very well sbarpened^ liow- 
evor), iDserted with woiulierruL firnincss into a 
detuned portion of sta^'s^orn. I asked tliu 
professor, '* Could aivj one have ever cut down 
a tr^ with tliat small thing r* Ttu professor 
replied that by marks faii^ on the old burled 
ilinber, it appeared probable that the imciciit 
Lakers cliarrcd and nearly burnt through tlic 
trunks of the trees before they felled Uuem vrlth 
their miniature stone-batchets. My attention 
was next Lumed to a dandy poniard, entirely 
of stag's-born, A Bhurp'pointed and polished 
piece of hom, about four inches long, is userted 
into on unpolished piece of antler, somewhat 
longer. Tbe profeaeor au^ested that the 
handle of this poniard was worn almost smoeth 
by use. 1 said, "Could the owner havekilkd 
so many men as that implies “ No!” returned 
the professorj with a smile; but the dagger 
may nave served many uses—ns a defence | 
wild beasts, to kill anlmaLs in the eJmse, and, pe r^ 
haps, now and then, to despatch an eoemy,” Next, 
I admired a variety of small instruments that 
would have gone into a lady^s ^tui—needles of 
bone, not perforated, and even a bodkin, pro- 
perlv perforated, a speoimea almoot unique ; 
3in^ chisels of beautifully polished serpeutine, 
bOMe of wliicli looked quite gcm^llke in their 
green huif-transparent lustre^ These were sup' 
posed to bo for cutting katlicr fur mocassins or 
other garments. Then 1 noticed teeth of the 
red d^r f^tened into handJes of rough horn. 
These, it is sup|ioscd, were used for polishing 
down the protuberant seams of barbariau dresAca- 

Very cuuous, indeed, were certaia minute 
saws, not more than tliree inches long, like 
reductions of Queen Elisabeth’s pocket-oamb, 
with the teeth broken of. Tiicao Aint saws^ 
Aud one or two scoopdike articles that looked 
as if meant to scrape oA the hair from deer-bides, 
also of flint, give rise, as Frcfcasor Troyon ob¬ 
served, to curious specuhutionSf Flint qf any 
kind is very rare in Switzerknd, and Hint of the 
particular kind ftocn which the anoient Lfikeis 
wrought their saws and knrves. Is not found 
in Eiwltserland. 

The induction is, that the XAk&people were 
already sufficiently udvimccd In dvillsaticin, to 
have nutdc the first step towards commerce by 
import, or barter. The especial silcx of the 
Lukcra might hare come from some neighbe tir¬ 
ing portion of Gaul; but, in truth, it resembled 
more the kind of filnt that is found on our own 
Sritisb coasts. To have fashioned a dint knirc» 


such AS was shown me, four inches bug, the 
improving savAges of the Lacusltlac }>crio<l 
must have had a very large flint-gtqne, such as 
Great BL-kain peculiarly produces. TTavingatao 
precise setliement of this curious questiou, wc, 
at IcfLst, are sure that the flint fcuud at Moossee- 
dorf was not a Dative prodnctioOL of Bwilzerhmd. 
There were also small arrgw-heads prettily and 
nsafly wiouglit froui a fine kind of silcai. 

Under a glass and framed Lkc a picture, 1 
observed sometlilng that looked liko cootso 
dark netting, the reticulattotis of wJiIch were 
jointed by rude knots. This, the professor 
told me, was a speeimeii of tlic suppo^^ 
ganneuts of tbe ancient people; of which the 
matorlul was Lx\, aud the mode of putting 
togcLher, kintting, or rather knot ting: tlioart of 


wcavlug not yet heieg practised by the Lakers. 
Some oT the mjatenous-Lcoking needles in hom 
might have served for thn manufacture of this 
primitive sort of shir ting. 

For food the Lakers nad, as the remains of 
varioiLB seeds ajij fruit-stones demonstrated, 
the wood-raspberry, tbe wild plum (^^pninDs 
spinosa/^ wlneh we uulcamod schoolboys used 
to call bulias), apaall erab-applcs, of wJfich a 
dried and veujcmblc apccimeu was shown me, 
and wbesteu com, sund^ masses of which, ap~ 
partntly cerhoulacd by fire, denwnstrated that 
agriculture was an art not unknown. 

Fragments of bones of various anlmaks, which 
were mscDvered in quantities under tbe pent, 
and had eitlier been used in the fashioning of 
Instrumenty, or were the remains of antique re¬ 
pute, proved that this primitive people already 
p035C3.‘>ed the greater part of the domestic ani¬ 
mals of our dsyn The professor showed me 
bonts eno^b, in this department, to bavc aerved 
as the basis of a CuvictlanlecCrUiC On osteology. 
TbcLakcrs had certainly gathered round them the 
ox, the pig, the goat, the cat, aud umuy diiTcrent 
sized klin^ of degs; nor had the borso been 
wanting, tbougb, as the professor conjectured, 
dbirfiy used, by a sublime antieipatlon of Pa- 
rishui gastronomy, oa an article of food. With 
these were mingled quAUtIties of hoDCS of the 
elk aad slag, the urus, bear, wild-hoar, foz, 
heaver, tortoisc,^ and variona kioda of birdg. 
Strange to say, llic bones that one would most 
have expected a Tioko-pcDple to iiavc left bctiind 
them — finh-bones—were entirely abaent; for 
whleb absence, however, their chemical decom- 
poaitiou by BO me unknowii agent might by possi¬ 
bility account. 

Of wb&t materials the hahltal Iona of the pri¬ 
mitive Lakers were coDstructed, the professo r now 
gave me ocular demongtrution. Firat,! iraa ahown 
what kind of stakes or piles their lokc-cablnB 
were elevated upon j the stakes ttiemaelves 
X did not see, only easts of them; for, when 
these very ancient pllea were first taken out 
□f the peat they bad looked fresh and solid 
as tliOBC human bodies which hnve occasionally 
been found in uirlcssi stone coffins, bodies which 
for a moment have mocked the view with a 

S hontosma of fresh life, and, almost tminc- 
iately. after, tiilen to dust. So witli the 
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Intakes (jf the old Lakers. Od« exposed to the 
air they erainhled ; and their externnl skin was 
foaind to be only a feeble coreTtUff to lottenKieas, i 
Professor TioyODj t.hen» eleverh uevised a mode 
of perpetuating these deoting foi ins^ by injee- 
tious of plaaler^ from which moulds and easts 
were obtained. ‘These oasts, short and 
mentary, looked very like the ends of not very 
large hup-poles. The marts of the atoae^clibels 
were still plainly diaeemible on the stakes, and 
they were sharpened to a points The cabins 
that iLad been raised OD these piles had 
left more enduring frugments. Most interest' 
ing were the morsels of old wall> which con- 
aisted of imbaked cky, bearing the impressions 
of woody twi^^ whereby it waa erideat that the 
primitive cabins had been formed of boughs of 
bees plastered crer and between with claj. 
From tlie fragments being calculable segments 
of a circle, two facts were ascerUined : namely, 
that the cabins had been eircular, and the ciT' 
eumference of them about fourteen feetH Some 
of these fragincatary piles and dwdliun that were 
found in the Lake of Coiiatance were above a hun¬ 
dred yards from the shore j uid that they always 
had been so, Eind had not been thrown farther off 
from the mainland by nny rising or agitation of 
the waters, was provM by pieces of ciitheiipots 
that lay at the bottom on the stirless depths, so 
uenr tf^ther, just as they lieid broken and fallen 
ages before, that much poLtery liad been recon¬ 
structed from such fragments. 1 obserte, in 
passing, that the fragmenU of pottery are of 
ruugli maiiufaeture, and, in their dark burut- 
lookiag substance contain morsels of shiniog 
(]uartz, or mica, uoassioirilatcd to the prevniling 
texture. 1 possess some frugments, that, by 
carrying out tbc segments of the circle, appear 
to have been of great size (singular eiceptioji to 
the ^tieikl littleness of the relics): as big, in¬ 
deed, os Boman wine-vases. Another thing to 
be observed, ja, the way these pots were evidently 
supported. They liitu pointed ends, and near 
them are found cireukr open rings of pottery, 
whose use was evidently tu support the pointed 
ctidsof I he vases, which w'cre incapable or stand- 
ing hy thcnistives. Tlie ring of burnt clay was 
the inortisc, the pegtop-Like termination was 
the lenniii of tJje vase, lit comnexioti with this, 
Ihc professor told me that Admirsi Elliot, who 
bod visited the muacuiu, recognised thisprimi- 
tire form of support as still used by the Hindoos 
and other Indian people. 

This brings me to the probable origin of 
these ancient jiredcccsaoira of the Swiss. They 
were a wave of that great tide which set in to¬ 
wards Europe from the East, choosing chiefly 
the juLud asas, aud ascending rivers as tlicir 
loadwayf, or rather waterways, to new regions, 
where ihi^ should replenish the tcnantless 
earth. Naturally such tribes, accustomed to 
wjiter, chose water whereon to found their first 
iKiLtlcrncnts. Moreover, the long narrow cbuse- 
wnys of wood, that led from ihe shore to their 
h ah li at ions, became a protection to them from 
wild lieasts, or wilder human enemiH, Also 
the walcrs supplied them with ready food, aud 



were aa Nature’s o^n clearings amidst tlie 
sliaggy mountains and impenetrable forests, the 
mere fringe of wbioh they with difficultv cut 
away for hooschold purposes. AdvauceoT Into 
the free lake, tbe settlers could look around 
them and breathe the air of heaven. Herodotus 
has described similar lacustrine dwellings be¬ 
longing to the P^aoniaus, who had settled on 
Lake Prsaias, in Turkey. 

When 1 asked the professoT* •'* Why the imple¬ 
ments of this Bneieut race were so baby-like and 
smallhe replied, “Probably because they 
themselves were small, and, tike the Orientals, 
had very small ibands and feet- However,” bo 
cDuiinued, “ tliis ia not conjecture, but fact. 
Look here at the next case in my museum., where 
you Mreeiro oniainenUi of a more advanced 
period, though still belonging tu the Lake- 


people. Look at these bracelets of hom, so 
deep in circamferenu but bo small in diameter; 
you would think that even a child's hand could 
not enter them; jet here are the human bones 
still in them.” This was true. The professor, 
finding the bracelets on the skeletan of n full- 
giQwu person, hod filed the bones of tbc wrist 
within the bracelets by pouring cement round 
them. “ Look, alao,”^ resumed the professor, 
“at that bronze sword, stilil later in date, found 
at a time when tbc Age of Wood aui Stone 
became the Age of Bronze; observe that the 
handle is only coextensive with three of my 
fingers, thoi^h my hand, like myself, ia not 
very big. 1 met, some time ago, a Pemviau 
lady, who was the lost dcecendant of Montesuma, 
and Iters was the only hand and wrist 1 liave ever 
known slip easily into that bractict, which is as 
inflexible for the band as Cinderella's glas^ 
slider was for tbe feet." 

That these Lake relies are, m very tmth, of a 
most remote antiquity, was proved in various 
Ways by Pitjfessor Troyon. He said, “A dis¬ 
covery that was made in tlie valley of the Orbe 
may give an idea of tbiu antiquity. Tiie Lake of 
Neuichatel, it is well known, is always, because 
of Ihc increase of the peat-bogs and the della of 
Hlluvial matter formed hy the rivers Thiele and 
Buron, retreating farther back from the I^ke of 
Keufchhteh In the time ol the Romans, the 
actual site of Yverdnu was UJider water. Tlierc 
was even a time when all the vnllcy vras covered 
by tliE lake. Then Mount Chamblon was an 
i^snd, aud, at the foot of this mounf, were Lake- 
villoCTa of the ancient people, whose relics, 
whieU are all of the Age of Stone, are now 
found many feet below the surface of the bog. 
By accurate caloulatiouof the time that the late 
now takes in its rctreatings* we find tliat the 
destructicn of tlirae lakfi-dwcllmgs njust have 
occurred, at latest, in the fifteetith century be¬ 
fore the Christian era. 

But here is another proof of this+” cou- 
tirraed the professor, *' Look at these fir-poles 
which were found iu the Lake of Geneva, the 
supports of ancient villages of a later date, 
thougli still of a period long previous to the 
Eoman conquest. You see that they are the 
real woodj while 1 only possess easts of the 
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I pTimitiTe poles; and Uml: t^y iie act only 
I luucli lonji^r tluu the ancieot staief, hut 
' curionaly to a j^du^l Bleiudenijess, and to 
I a point, by LUc but couatani: action of the 

waves upon ihcir Upper surfaces. Wliy is this 
dififiireucc ? Bccauise tlieae poles^ wten dis¬ 
covered, atilt projected two or three feet aboTC 
the mud of . the lake* while the others were 
I covered by the mud itself. Now it is calculated 
I, that a thousand Tears, at least* must hare 
1 clapaed before the Sr^polea could be brought, hj 
the slow action of iidcle^ water* to the level of 
■j the bed of the lake/' 

j, T own tbst tiicse reasons did. not quite coH' 

I , vinco me of the dsductiou ut which the prufessor 
; wished to arrive : namely, that the Crat* and not 
nltogcthcr savage* inhabitants of Switierlaud, 
" dated fmm two tlmusand years before Christ. 

I ilany circuinataneei—draining* for inatance— 

{ miglitj, 1 thought* have eicpedited the retiring of 

I the watera* or the wearing away of the piles. 

I I Nevertheleas, with all tlie caution of aceptieism, 

I it is impossible not to allow tliat tlic iiake-rellcs 

ptooeed from au age long anterior to the 
I Chliatian era, and very fftr more remote than the 
I . Homui conquest. Even supposing the objects 
I' now discovered, to be coeval with the time when 
,, Herodotua mentions the Fffioniau Lakers, they 
'■ remount to the seventy-fonTth Olyhiptul, an- 
'' swering to four hundred and eighty-four years 
I before Christ—an antiquity to M respeeted Ip* 

I us poor mortals, who grow old in seventy whirL 
, of our little planet- 

! PurauJug Our investigations, vra tind that, 

[ dark ajs it may appear in its origin, the end of 
ibis Lacustrine Dvnaaty baa a sad light cast 

X n its cause. The villages* tho inhabitants, 
evidently perished by a sudden cataatropbe; 
and that catastrophe was Eire. 

Tounderstand this, pceonstni ct* by the architect 
I tnre of fancy, the primitive viUageB of tbe Swiss 
Lakers. jourstand on some rock of vantage, 
whence yon can sec nil that is not water, or 
auowy summit, covered with blaclC'lookliig 
Gjfowdcd piae-foroats that teem with the red-deer 
—once numerous in SwitEerland* now extinct. 
Throw out your niirrow wooden cbuscways a 
hundred yards forward into the shallow waters 
nearest the shore, drive whole quincunxes of fir- 
poles into the bed of the take* top them with 
nidely-fasiiioiiod planks* and upon the artificial 
peninsula now elevated above the waters, trana- 
port A bit of rivery Orientalism : dweiling-places 
For man, gardens, if you wish, or patchea of 
ripened ^ain (for the catastrophe must have 
happened at haircst Lime), such even at this 
dny* may be seen Auatiug on the half-qua^gy, 
inuudatiag rivers and cWtn^l-j^ls of China, 
i I Fenetmte into those circular Ited Indian-like 
j wigwams that stand like beehives on the 
I stationary rafts, and see the rude pots upon the 
i earthen slielves* the trap in the floor for catch¬ 
ing or presEirving hsh* the little barbarian 

projecting stake* l«st they fall into the wafer 
![ (both these parricularities are mentioned by He- 
I rodotua iu fiia account of tbe ?EanIans)* and 
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behold the iudastrbua^ natives themselvi-^, 
tbe pigmy race* with their small, but construc¬ 
tive and not cruel heads, and their long* flexible; 
Hindoo-like hands. Eater their manulnctori^ s 
for their ingenious tools and petty uriin- 
irients; and* when you have set the wJiolc 
nation busy st tlieir several employmeuts, sud¬ 
denly crush the whole of yout scene and {Irania 
by the imiptiou of some wild hand of u nriiko 
C^uls* who annihilate onr poor aboriginr ii, and 
tiielr fragile dweLtings, by casting line-builb into 
tlie Lake-village and killing or carryiiig nway 
tlie iabsbitanis. 

Ho other combination of eireamstEmces can 
account for the appearances which tbe l emains 
of the Lake vlilsges present. The carbonised 
com* the pieoea of wof^ half burnt* the marks of 
lire everywJierc, all testiry to the destruction of 
these villages by fire. Tuna, ugainj it is appa¬ 
rent that ail industry stojjped on a sudden. 
The worlcmau. was at his pohsnuig', the housow'ifn 
was grinding com by liand between two flnt 
stones, but* by a fete worse tlian that denounced 
upon jerusalem—“ the oua Ukeu and the other 
left”—of our poor Lnke-peoplc none were left. 
Tlie late explorers of these my stories came, at 
Moossecdorf* upon a marvellous heap of objects 
of industry* wUieh* by their stale and number, 
crowded over a oousidemble area, proved tliat 
the discoverers were standing on the aite of the 
village manuractory of industrial implcmenta. 
Frofessor Troyon showed me many pmofa that 
it was so^pieocs of aerpentiue, half-fas hioned 
uid thrown aw'ay bEcaugq they bad been broken 
iu the cuttiug* aud rendcTcd uufit for use ; split 
stfl^s-hom wso rejected; and, mote afl'ecting 
still, instruments that were not thrown away 
because of defect* but WCK dropped uliGiiishcd 
becaucc of a sudden catastrophe t axes tliat lay 
beside tbe handles* into which lime was not 
given to insert them; poniards yet uusharpened ; 
needles or hair-pins yet unpointed- 

Ho who visits Pompeii is not so much 
affected by the arehitecturc ho flads there* 
as by the signs of human life that rtaliso the 
snJ{len destnieticn of tlie dty. The woman^s 
crouoblnc form, impressed upon the lava that 
had JillM a cellar*interests toe heart more than 
hundreds of tesselated pavements* The re¬ 
mains fetched up from the subaqueous Pompeii^ 
of Swit^rlaad also produce this tciucliing and 
human eDect. They are more than boots or 
oldest parchments wherein to read how race 
^Ler race of naeiL do verily pass awuj, ac{mrd- 
ing to old Homcris deotldees simile* like leaves 
On trees. Science* too, on such, evidences of 
abrupt conclusions to tbiugSi* is wonderfully 
impelled to speculate on the wlicreforo of 
these stem dosings-up of humau periods. It 
ia as if some power bad growii tired of a par¬ 
ticular creation. Strong relation here to the 
geolo^ of nature, iu which the mintuge of 
preceding eras is found suddenly to cease ; the 
medals, indeed, laid up in the stupendous re- 
poaitories of a past cfeatiou* but ihc die tlict 
alamped them broken for ever* and east away }ts 
a thing of no account. Ho other wise is ii u itii 
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tlic g«obgj of man, with humin relics sub- 
tcrneuft or ^ubaqu^us. In tliB miibt of 
their full Jifs tliej were BTtddenlj ftud liiterly 
destrajed i if net by n volcano or afi cartb- 
qun^c tli^ engulpbs or Dverwhelins t]ieia> 
bj' mnn’s own The cjtcftvatioTis of 

\VirQ!:eter display a people suddenly Crushed 
by some other ^people. The conquered are 
"one : the conquerora tbemselvoa have paasetl 
away. Similarly, the Swiss lakes arc now giv¬ 
ing up their recorda of hsaty catsatTOphea, 
and nationa blotted out for ever. But w% so 
sudden ? Why so complete these deatruc- 
lions P Here, the doojisbwk is sikut aad deci- 
phcrlcBS. 

X can only glance at later eras to mad in the 
conk]Us of Professor Tiovou’a muacum. Ar¬ 
ranged with inAaik kiicvTledge, this complste ool- 
lectinu rises from the age of stone and wood 
to tliat of bronjw (which composite matcrinl, 
1 bough imperfeotiy nrixed, dues, singularly 
cnougli, precede any deinOiistration of simple 
iron), and so on to periods, still remote^ but 
whicli, like the Eocene and PJiocciio of Geology, 
arc assimilakd to our own time by form and 
material; periods in xvbicli the luiury of the 
precious metals, and tine beauty of far 

from being unknowu, were displayed Jn works 
of humaEL toncy, thcnyouingand vigorous^ whkh 
morferu art but feebly iiuitates. 

There is, however, one group of relJea of the 
aiite-lionian period, evideJicea of an event that 
probably oeeurred two eeuturica before Cliristj 
wiiicb I camict pass over in silence, since these 
evideuccs coutraat niost atrikingly witli any rc- 
VolalLUns Ihut we obtain of the ha rmless, child lsIi, 
and in elII respects—except the pouJards—peace¬ 
ful people of the Lakes. 

The time had grown warlike; as the bronze 
spcardirads aiid swords demouatrak. The Jiu- 
man beings had growu larger: I could nhuost 
insinuate my hand into the iufleiible bronze 
circle without a clasp, wbieb was called 
a woman’s bracelet, while a woman's bronze 
girdle, with clasp, gave no wasp-like idea of 
the women’s waists of the periud. Society had 
left the lakes, as too fame, in order to dwell in 
the hills aud fo-rcsts: liying, k coustniet bloody 
nUurs ; dyii^, to be burnt suid polled iu tumuL 
The relics I was now sun'cying came from a 
tvimulug o[K:ncd some rears ugo, nuder tbc di- 
rcclion of Professor Troy on, of course in a 
forest, on a hill. The bilil and the forest 
fire about Avc miles itilund from Jjanaanne. 
The rrlics arc three earthen pols which arc 
filled ii'ith a calciDcddooking stuff; theu, sun- 
dry small bones of iuiimals; then a number 
of w'E^rlikc implements, and a still greater 
number of rcnialo oniamculs, consisting of 
glassdKiad yiccklaccs :md biacclclSi that have 
an Ejry]>lLau cbaTwcicr, and a very curious 
apppiidagf, like a. Jiulc bronze onuic with a 
pund wJiitc sknc loose in it—[icluld’a ralsle, 
in fact. 

These objects wore fomui in tlic followbig 
order ; Lowest were tliD tarilicn juits ihui held 
all which hud once Ijccu a Lero, or heroes. 




Above these, came a vaal asseDibligo of 
bones, supposed to be those cf the wurkoi^s 
favonrito animslR, which were slain in order 
that they migiht aocompupy bim into Hades. 
At the summit of the lumulua—crowning' the 
terrible interest—wore four skdekins of feiwea, 
supposed to be the wairijO'r’'B four wives, sJaa 
sent sflier him tc Hades. 

Cottccntaratiiig the lateneftt, 1 take the pro- 
fessor’s account of the uppemiofit akeletom 
It was tiiat of a, yonnir female, Jn an attitude 
of suppUcation wild agony. The kucca 
were bent, os if she had implored for life ; the 
arms were esat on high, us if in frantic. Jeproca- 
tiou of her fate. She bad evidently been, tossed 
upon the top of ibc pile, and her limbs yet 
retwDcd the very postnre in which she died. 
Then earth and stones liad been thrown hastily 
over the Corpse, to crusb Out the remains of 
life, if any remaiiB of life there wore. A large 
skno had shattered one of her another 
lay across her arm, tho bone of which it hsd 
broken. 

” IVtfs sbe atoned to death V* I naked. '"No," 
replied the profesSOr : ahe welb probably 

slanghk-red at a sLone-altar, which was close to 
the tumulus, and in which the onstomury blood- 
basins of the heathen are still to bo seen in 
situ—for, the altar, aa we had others of tlio same 
kind, we did not fcmovB from its place. Be:- 
sides, it was the wish of the owner cf the 
wood tliat the relic should remain on his pro- 
petty.” 

Did you preserve the skeleton I*’'’ 

1 could uotv It fell into a thousand pieces 
in bsing removed from the pile. But licre is 
the young creature’s skull; and you see by tlie 
tEKth (magniljcent are they not?) that the ];moT 
thing wag young.” 

1 was struck by the preservation of the sin all 
and perfect teeth; and moreover by tlie fset 
tbst the skull was beautifully and inteliectually 
fonuod. 

■" Ay V* said the professor, it was au affect- 
iug sight to see that skeleton uncovered, ld.1- 
iug Its own |>oor history of two thensand years 
ago I Several ludies, who were present at t he 
ejthumation (the whole search into the lumiilus 
took four da^s ; and, ns it excited great interest, 
was altended, by many peoplej, sited tears as 
tb^ looked at tlW remains.” 

I felt how possible it was, even for a man, 
to have wept aL such n drama; and (he thought 
oocumd to me, " Enia do not always rise 
to better thltlgsl The pOOr prntlc savngts 
on their ariificial islets would not have 
done the deed wliich the natiou of tlic forest, 
capable as it was of liighcr arts, aims, aud lua- 
nuracturcB, so fanatieoJly perpi^tratcd. tVos 
there ever a priest upon the tethered mfls of 
the Lakers ? We find no trace of liiin ! Biit 
liqre was evidently a grand Sacrtficatur, and an 
^incKwpticnable Alttir. Blessed be the Faith 
wliich has over turned every sacrilioiul eJIjw save 
that of the loving heart [” 

Here, accoriling to all the I.TWa of cliiiiEix, I 
should end^ but I canuot help throwing out 

one biut in puling to the uillquariui apkreJCB 
of my own country : 

Look well ink) the Brskiak IjaLbs<” 






































